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Neo-Platonic philosophy Thus, the natural 

philosophy of Ismailism with its idea of organic- 
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mist beliefs is further proof of the assimilation of non 
muslim cults and legends Into its fold Pre-lslamtc Ju- 
dalo-Christtan He llenistic and Persian pecu larities 
were slowly fused into what came to he known as 
the Batiniyya Movement. 
(The Fattmid theory of state)P-3 
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"When de Sacy and others first discovered infor- 
mation about these degrees, they rather credu- 
lously suggested a parallel with masonic lodges, 
but the only parallel that Js suitable is the Papacy 
and the organization of the Roman Catholic 
Church, (The Rise of the Fatimids) 
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support the Ismailia movement in the hope of po- 
litical success. 
(The Fatmid Theory of State). P-15. 
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to hfs pretensions, the sancirity of the harem was forced 
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"after a blood stained reign of thirty five years, 
during wfiich he not onfy never quitted the castle 
of Alamunt, but had never removed more than 
twice, during this long period from his chamber to 
the terrace. Immovable in one spot, and persist- ' 
ing in one plan, he meditated the revolutions of i 
empires by carnage and rebellion, or wrote rules 
for hfs order, and the catechism of the secret doc- 
trine of libertinism and impiety Fixed in the cen- 
tre of his power with the pen in his hand , 

he guided the daggers of hfs Assasins." i 
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"One of the most illustrious, most certainly, of the 
victims of the fury of Ismailies is Satadin. it is 
true, this great prince escaped their attacks, but 
he was twice on the spot of losing his life by 
these wretch's daggers". {Note "D") 
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usual routine of ministerial ambition, in playing a 
part in the empire of the Setjukides, he after 
wards, as nuncis and envoy, paved the way to his 
own power and planned a system of administra- 
tion of hisown 11 ^) 
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"NO BETTER EVIDENCE IS NEEDED TO SHOW 
THE LATE ORIGIN OF TRADITIONS WHICH 
REPRESENT THE PROPHET OR ALI, AS RECIT- 
ING THE NAMES OF TWELVE [MAMS WITH DE- 
TAILS OF THEIR LIVES, THAN IS AFFORDED 
BY THIS RECURRING PROCESS OF SUBDIVID- 
ING, BECAUSE OF UNCERTAINTY, AS TO 
HOW TO PROCEED OR WHOM TO FOLLOW". 
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" , Paradoxically enough the majority of the 

descendents of the prophet belonged to sunnlsm 

and continue to do so until to day" 
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Tor the vast majority of the Islamic community, 
which supported the original caliphate, the com- 
panions (Sahaba) of the prophet represent the 
prophet's heritage and the channel through which 
his message was transmitted to latter generations. 
Within the early community the companions occu- 
pied a favoured position and among them the first 
four caliphs stood out as a distinct group. It is 
through the companions that the sayings (Hadith) 
and manner of living (Sunnah) of the prophet were 
transmitted to the second generation of Muslims. 
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